
European Award for Legal Theory 

The European Award for Legal Theory is assigned to the author 
of an exceptionally good doctoral thesis in the area of legal theory 
and philosophy of law. 

The award entails publication of the thesis by Hart Publishing. It 
is also planned that the prize winner will do some lecturing, most 

probably within the frame of the master course in legal theory, founded in 1992 
and currently organised at J.W.Goethe University Frankfurt in collaboration 
with other universities in Europe (www.legaltheory.eu). 

As from 2021 the award will be assigned on a permanent basis among the 
theses submitted for publication with Hart Publishing, Oxford.

Theses which meet high international standards will be published, as a rule 
in the European Academy of Legal Theory Series. Doctoral theses which are 
considered to be exceptionally good by a representative international jury will 
receive the European Award for Legal Theory. 

Authors may send in their theses at any time to:
	 European Award for Legal Theory, 
	 Professor Mark Van Hoecke, 
	 Department of Jurisprudence, Ghent law school, 
	 Universiteitsstraat 4, B-9000 Ghent, Belgium 
	 e-mail: Mark.VanHoecke@UGent.be 

A doctoral thesis competing for this award should meet the following conditions: 
• The version submitted should be written or translated into English
• An English summary of 5,000 to 10,000 words should be added
• The thesis will not be contracted by an internationally operating commercial 
publishing house before a decision has been taken about its publication within 
the context of this award.

The award is assigned by a representative international jury appointed in cooperation 
between The European Academy of Legal Theory and Hart Publishing. 

If the (revised) thesis is written in publishable English, the publisher will pay royalties on 
the net sales receipt to the author. If language correction is necessary the publisher will 
pay for this up to a maximum of £1500. In this case no royalties will be paid.


